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(57) Abstract: A cardiac rhythm management system modulates the delivery of pacing and/or autonomic neurostimulation pulses 
based on heart rate variability (HRV). An HRV parameter being a measure of the HRV is produced to indicate a patient's cardiac con- 
dition, based on which the delivery of pacing and/or autonomic neurostimulation pulses is started, stopped, adjusted, or optimized. 
^ In one embodiment, the HRV parameter is used to evaluate a plurality of parameter values for selecting an approximately optimal 
^ parameter value. In another embodiment, the HRV parameter is used to adjust a maximum tracking rate in an atrial tracking pacing 
mode. In another embodiment, the HRV parameter is used as a safety check to stop an electrical therapy when it is believed to be 
potentially harmful to continue the therapy. 
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